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BEFORE THE STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 

 

In the Matter of 

 

AAR Corp., an Illinois Corporation 

 

Petitioner, 

 

For the Review of Los Angeles Regional Water 

Quality Control Board Directives Issued on 

February 8, 2023, Pursuant to California Water 

Code Section 13267, Site ID No. 1586, Located 

at 3158 and 3160 El Segundo Boulevard, 

Hawthorne, California 

 

PETITION FOR REVIEW AND 

RESCISSION OF REGIONAL BOARD 

ACTION 

 Pursuant to Section 13320 of the California Water Code and Title 23 of the California 

Code of Regulations Sections 2050, et. seq., Delaware corporation AAR Corp. (“Petitioner”) 

hereby petitions the State Water Resources Control Board (“State Board”) for review and 

rescission of the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (“Regional Board”) 

Investigative Order No. R4-2022-0274, issued pursuant to California Water Code Section 13267 

on February 8, 2023, concerning Site ID No. 1586, located at 3158 and 3160 El Segundo 

Boulevard in Hawthorne, California (the “Order”). The Order names ABSCOA Industries, Inc. 

as a former operator at the site and therefore an entity “responsible for the suspected discharge of 

waste” at the site. February 8, 2023 Order, attached herein as Exhibit 1, at 4. Although Petitioner 

is not mentioned nor identified in any manner in the Order, the Regional Board sent the Order to 

“ABSCOA Industries c/o AAR Corp” on February 8, 2023, and requires ABSCOA Industries 

and other purported current and former owners and operators of the site to submit environmental 

assessment reports, a work plan for subsurface investigation onsite, and a Human Health Risk 

Assessment by May 1, 2023. 
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 Petitioner makes this appeal because Petitioner has no extant corporate relationship with 

any entity identified as ABSCOA Industries. Petitioner has retained no liabilities for any entity 

named ABSCOA Industries.  An entity named AAR Hardware Corp. merged with another 

company in 1997 to create ABSCOA Industries, Inc., which was, in turn, wholly acquired by 

UMECO, plc in 2001. Petitioner has no current relationship with ABSCOA Industries nor 

UMECO, plc. Consequently, Petitioner asks the State Board to rescind the February 8, 2023 

Order as it pertains to Petitioner so that the proper liable party may be served. 

 

1. Name and address of the petitioner. 

AAR Corp. 

1100 N. Wood Dale Road 

 Wood Dale, IL 60109 

 ATTN: Jessica Garascia  

  

Joshua More 

 ArentFox Schiff LLP 

233 S. Wacker Drive, Ste. 7100 

 Chicago, IL 60606 

Joshua.More@afslaw.com 

  

2. The specific action or inaction of the regional board which the state board is 

requested to review and a copy of any order or resolution of the regional board which is 

referred to in the petition. 

Petitioner requests that the State Board review and rescind the February 8, 2023 Order as 

it pertains to AAR Corp, which the Board identified as the proper service address for ABSCOA 

Industries in its February 8, 2023 letter transmitting the Order to the current and former owners 

and operators of the site, attached herein as Exhibit 2. 

3. The date on which the Regional Board acted or refused to act or on which the 

regional board was requested to act. 

February 8, 2023. 

4. A full and complete statement of the reasons the action or failure to act was 

inappropriate or improper. 
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In February 1990, ABSCOA Industries, a California entity incorporated in 1977 merged 

into ABSCOA Industries Inc., a Delaware entity incorporated in 1969. Certificate of Ownership 

and Merger Merging ABSCOA Industries into ABSCOA Industries Inc. (State of Delaware 

Office of Secretary of State February 2, 1990), attached herein as Exhibit 3. 

An entity known as ABSCOA Industries, Inc. – which appears to be a separate entity 

from the one described above – was created by the March 1997 merger of NLS Industries and 

AAR Hardware Corp. According to a June 2001 press release by the UK-based UMECO plc 

(“UMECO”), UMECO’s US-incorporated subsidiary UMECO Holdings Inc. acquired ABSCOA 

Industries, Inc. in June 2001. UMECO PLC, Investegate, 

https://www.investegate.co.uk/articlePrint.aspx?id=200106010706165328E (last visited 

February 28, 2023), attached herein as Exhibit 4. In announcing the acquisition, UMECO noted 

that “ABSCOA is an excellent complementary fit with Pattonair International and will provide 

UMECO with further access to a number of OEM customers and key suppliers in the North 

American market.” Ex. 4 at 1. UMECO also announced that, as part of the acquisition, it paid off 

ABSCOA’s debts. Ex. 4 at 4. The acquisition of ABSCOA was completed through a stock 

purchase. Ex. 4 at 16. 

Thus, Petitioner has no extant corporate relationship with ABSCOA Industries, to the 

extent Petitioner ever had one.  Petitioner asks the State Board to rescind the February 8, 2023 

Order as it pertains to Petitioner so that the proper liable party may be served. 

Public records indicate that ABSCOA Industries, Inc. is still affiliated with UMECO and 

Pattonair. Indeed, ABSCOA Industries, Inc. is currently identified as a subsidiary of Pattonair 

USA, Inc. Company Investigator Report: Pattonair USA INC, Thompson Reuters, 

www.westlaw.com (last accessed March 8, 2023), attached herein as Exhibit 5. ABSCOA’s 
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president, John Schneider, can be reached at 2000 Robotics Place, Fort Worth, Texas 76118. 

ABSCOA has a business telephone number of 817-284-2575. 

5. The manner in which the Petitioners are aggrieved. 

Petitioner has been identified along with the current and former owners and operators of 

the site as responsible for undertaking certain actions in the Regional Board’s February 8, 2023 

Order. If Petitioner ever had any corporate relationship with ABSCOA Industries, that 

relationship no longer exists. Petitioner has no current corporate relationship with any entity 

known as ABSCOA Industries. Because ABSCOA Industries was acquired by UMECO in 2001 

and is currently a subsidiary of Pattonair USA, Inc., Petitioner has no connection to the Site. 

Petitioner bears no responsibility or liability for ABSCOA Industries’ alleged actions at the Site, 

and the Regional Board seeks to hold Petitioner liable for an unrelated company’s actions. 

6. The specific action by the State or regional Board which petitioners request. 

Petitioner requests that the State or Regional Board rescind and amend the February 8, 

2023 Order to reflect that Petitioner is not a party to this action. 

7. A statement of points and authorities in support of legal issues raised in the petition. 

Petitioner herein incorporates the facts and supporting documentation discussed 

elsewhere in this Petition.  

8. A list of persons, if any, other than the Petitioners and discharger, if not the 

Petitioners, known by the Regional Board to have an interest in the subject matter of the 

petition.  Such list shall be obtained from the regional board. 

Chris Considine 

CXC Simulations, LLC  

3160 W. El Segundo Blvd.  

Hawthorne, CA 90250 

 

Aliza Karney Guren  

DSA Properties 

1447 Cloverfield Blvd., STE 200  

Santa Monica, CA 90404-2979 
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NCR Corporation 
Clo 1505  Corporation 
2710 Gateway Oaks Drive, STE 150N  

Sacramento, CA 95833 

 

Gian Paolo Lombardo  

Hawthorne Leather Goods, LLC  

3138 W El Segundo Blvd Hawthorne,  CA 90250 

 

9. A statement that the petition has been sent to the appropriate Regional Board and 

the discharger, if not the Petitioner. 

A copy of this Petition will be sent to the California Regional Water Quality Control 

Board – Los Angeles Region, with attention to Executive Officer Renee Purdy, as well as Case 

Manager Errick Llamas and Unit Supervisor Jeffrey Hu. 

Dated:  March 10, 2023 

      ARENTFOX SCHIFF LLP 

By: /s/ Douglas E. Hewlett    

 DOUGLAS E. HEWLETT, JR (SBN 293438) 

       douglas.hewlett@afslaw.com 

       ArentFox Schiff LLP 

       555 W. 5th Street, 48th Floor 

       Los Angeles, CA 90013 

 JOSHUA MORE (IL Bar No. 6272748) 

       joshua.more@afslaw.com 

       ROBERT MIDDLETON (IL Bar No. 6317078) 

       robert.middleton@afslaw.com 

       ArentFox Schiff LLP 

       233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 7100 

       Chicago, Illinois  60606 

 

 Attorneys for Petitioner, AAR Corp. 
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